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Dear Members and Friends,
We are pleased to announce our next talk:

Thursday 25th May 2023 at 6.15 pm.

Mrs Willamae Theresee Hamilton-Stuart: Nursing in The Bahamas. 

The meeting will be held in person at the Museum 

Place:  The Bahamas Historical Society & Museum

              Corner of Shirley Street & Elizabeth Avenue

               Tel – 322-4231 or 424-3107 

Parking kindly allowed by CIBC First Caribbean Bank Shirley Street.

Enter lot on Shirley Street.
Members and friends can also participate via Zoom: 
Type zoom.com or click the link below to Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83952739563?pwd=eThSSHNxTkVwaWExSGZOeWRuaytkdz09
Enter the following credentials: 
Meeting ID: 839 5273 9563
Passcode: 901917

OF INTEREST:
A Celebration of Bahamian History:

As part of the year of celebration I am including my historical notes from the books in the Special Collections of the Library of the University of The Bahamas in our newsletters. 

COB Research in Special Collections (University of Bahamas)
Great Inagua / Margery O. Erickson. (wife of Josiah Macy (Jim) Erickson)

Garrison, N.Y. : Capriole Press, 1987.  Call Number:       B F1659 I5E74

Josiah Macy (Jim)Erickson was born 7th February 1909 in Swampscott, Mass, to Arioch Wentworth and Cecile R Macy..enjoyed playing with mechanical toys….graduated from Harvard and took business courses at MIT..during that time he made a visit to The Bahamas and became interested in reviving the defunct salt pans at Great Inagua, the southernmost of the Bahamian Islands

P25..wanted to work outdoors. The salt industry had collapsed because the price of salt fell very low after WW1. Salt company after salt company went broke overnight..natives lost their jobs and families suffered severely. The pans fell into disuse – walls crumbled, canals became clogged with debris.

Before the panic on Inagua landowners had led a luxurious life…hansom cabs pulled by matching pairs of horses over the wide roadways od Matthew Town..balls were given by moonlight; wines were brought from France and Spain for the wine cellars of the well to do and one resident had a piano swung ashore from a clipper ship. The ladies wore silks and taffetas from Paris and lace from Brussels…the men had a crack polo team.
After the calamity struck the owners left overnight, the salt ships stopped coming and the native population sank into poverty..Jim wanted to restore economic life and persuaded his brothers to come with him..but could do nothing until Sir Bede Clifford would agree to sell him a portion

P26 describes the negotiation..while waiting he corresponded with William Godet on Inagua, who he hoped would be Superintendent for the Salt Company..In September 1935 a contract was signed and the Erickson family became the owners of the most valuable portions of Great Inagua.

He located young men who could energetic and interested…Charles Kaddy, Alan Mowat (Mass) and Henry Read (New Hampshire)…brought tools and 2nd hand machinery and a windmill and camping equipment.

P30 Impressions of the adventure..extracts of letters…repairing, cleaning, building helped by 50 blacks…they are surprisingly good workers…700 acres of pans, which can produce 700 to 900 tons per year
Describes a 250 lb.turtle caught
Brought in a 40 HP Buda Compressor and a small steamroller for ashphalt, yard and a half concrete mixer, 30 HP steel derrick with a 60 ft mast…and all sorts of machinery

P32 describes typical day…eat at Symonettes…previously 2 railroads..hope also to have one..despite setbacks 5,000 bushels of salt were made by March (1936)…the work was unceasing and the hours long….built a huge windmill for pumping water

Matthewtown had no harbour..all equipment for West India Chemicl Company had to be landed on the beach or cliff but they raised a derrick on the cliff to unload supplies from boats

P44 – The West India General Store was opened and they (the Americans) worked there as salesmen in the evenings and Saturdays selling supplies…but branched out to obtain dark suits for the males for Burial or Friendly Societies…cotton blankets..tobacco..dresses for the ladies

P49 The Riot 1937…Jim encouraged by progress..but there was an undercurrent of discontent among Inaguans whose own livelihood was threatened by this new prosperity … chief of these was Arthur Symonette, a cake au lait shopkeeper at Matthewtown.
Symonette was agent for Royal Netherlands Steamship Company..no man could get a job on a southbound steamer unless through Symonette and he employed only those families that shopped at his store….when one of these men returned home he found he found his wages swallowed up by debt for food his family obtained at the store..Jim was in competition with jobs and store..so Symonette decided to run the Ericksons off the island and hired 2 Haitian toughs George and Willis Duvalier. As soon as the Duvaliers arrived  on a local schooner the trouble started.
In December 1936 Jim sent a wireless message asking for government assistance but it was not sent as Symonette’s son was the operator…a few days later George Duvalier picked a fight with Charles Kaddy and 3 or 4 men mobbed him and he suffered serious injury….a second fight took place outside the hospital…4 members of the company and 4 of Duvalier’s gang were arrested and each man fined 2 pounds…George Duvalier stated he was prepared to kill next time.

Mae Symonette suffered beatings from her husband because she liked the Ericksons.
During early 1937 Jim expected trouble but managed to avoid it.

At noon of 19th August orders were made for the arrest of George Duvalier for beating up a young boy Daniel Bain who had spoken as a witness against Reginald Alexander on an arson case…in court Willis Duvalier attempted to stab Corporal Edy…George Duvalier attempted to escape and fighting broke out in the street.
P71 – 108 gives biography of Marjori Osborne..met Jim Erickson at a house party on Long Island (NY)…met Jim while he was negotiating to buy in Inagua and corresponde with him for 3 years……read about riot in New York Times…Christmas 1937 invited down to Erickson’s house GLENWOOD in Nassau, with parents and on to Inagua…married in Inagua..St Philip’s an old historic building with stained glass windows of the Virgin and Child, angels singing and lamb of God with Cross. Bishop Daughlish, in brilliant robes, highly polished shoes with silver buckles, performed the ceromoney, while Dr Chorley, the frail old pastor of St Phillips. Gave the blessing

P121 Description of wedding

P127 PROGRESS – starting in 1938

Matthewtown in July 1938 looked desolate. The wide streets laid out symmetrically in a grid, were overgrown with grass. Many buildings were in ruins and yards covered with matted forests of cactus, sisal and loose stones from walls that had fallen into the streets. But I was in such a beautiful frame of mind that everything I saw was beautiful or at least picturesque, including women with babies on their hips as they went marketing and Mrs Montell and her gang of women wielding machetes to clear the yards.
P129 describes how salt is made

P134 Birth of baby girl Cecile

P142 work progress and acquired the Caterpillar Tractor Agency run by Paul Davis (New Hampshire) asisted by Napoleon Darville

Kerosene lamps…no electricity..used several Ford engines as generators..built a Carpenter’s shop run by Felix Darville

In 1936 started with sloop Velsheda now added a motor boat, a dory and some home made scows. Just after WW2 rebuilt a 90 foot motor vessel that ran aground. Also the Wissama rebuilt from the stranded Zizi and 2 other vessels.

P149 Matthewtown had a modest hospital but it was not well equipped, having no Doctor for months at a time. In 1940 a trained nurse Vivienne Sjostrum was brought in to help look after Louise’s baby and extended to the injuries of the workmen, then opened a clinic. In 1943 Vivienne married Henry Read and settled in house owned by George Russell.

P151 Mailboat filled a void with food and magazines and letters

P154 Letter outlining life on Inagua….contains some excellent snippets

P163 WAR YEARS 1941 – 1943

Biil, Jim and Doug looked for a product that would help the war effort..decided to manufacture magnesite a substance used in making steel..made an agreement with E J Lavino of Pennsylvania..a plant to produce bricks was needed to line the ovens…Mrs Montell and her female gang set to work with machetes..at noon gathered brush, built a fire and cooked a huge black pot filled with peas and rice, or conch or guinea corn, sometimes wild duck..after Mrs Montell would relax and smoke her pipe and sing songs from Africa…after clearing men with spades dug foundations…the rich soil brought mosquitos…(mosquitos had killed off horses) now there were only wild donkeys who had survived by rolling in the mud

P166 The bond between us on Inagua in the war years was very close..we felt as if we were working toward an important end..the magnesium plant was a contribution toward winning the war…Every day we listened to war news on the radio and in the evening we watched tracer bullets fly over the ocean beyond the point and heard the muffled sound of guns of allied ships as they fought the German Submarines

Unfortunately the magnesium plant never went into operation..the limestone burned and crumbled too easily and fresh water was too scarce to use in the large quantities needed

WW2 affected us in many ways…sounds and flashes of guns in the distance and distress signals from sinking vessels…survivors would swim ashore and make their way to Matthewtown…difficult to serve good food as supplies from US short…raised turkeys, made goat stew but plenty conch, fish, crawfish, crabs, papayas, sapadillos, sugar apples, guavas, pumpkin, squash, carrots, sweet potatoes, tomatoes, guinea corn.

Louise formed a knitting class and 75 women and children joined and sent huge piles of socks etc on mailboat to Nassau

P171 During the war the Duke and Duchess visited in a private yacht..Duke in his Navy uniform the Duchess in her Red Cross outfit..British Marines rowed them ashore in an open boat….Men took the Duke duck shooting on the Savannah, which he loved..on the way out through the mud the old Model T Ford Truck stuck in the mud and undismayed the Duke sprang out cheerfully and helped push the car to higher ground…When the shooting area was reached a hundred ducks rose with a great whir of wings, the duke was so excited he began to shoot wildly and dangerously. Doug fell flat in mud to avoid being struck by bullets..the Duke managed to shoot 3 ducks and enjoyed the picnic lunch with enthusiasm. He went shooting again in the afternoon, but the ducks were warier and he was not successful.

While the men were hunting Louise and I toured the town with the Duchess, especially the hospital and clinic. The Duchess minded the hot sun. She looked slim and attractive and her hair stayed tidy despite the unusually strong trade wind. The last stop was where the sewing and knitting classes met. Both had gathered to meet the Duchess. They had outfitted themselves in white dresses trimmed with red and with blue bows and ribbons

I took the Duchess home to wash her hands and Cecile (1 year) walked in. Duchess asked how old she was but took no interest in her..but turned away to see what fabric the curtains were made of.

After washing her hands in the basin the Duchess pulled the plug to let the water out, which it did with a thunderous noise into the slop pail. The poor Duchess jumped with alarm and looked under the basin to see what she had done wrong.

They were amazed that the duchess did not need to visit the jasmine covered out house.

They were invited to dine on the yacht…Jim and his brothers unfolded dinner jackets from suitcases and the ladies unearthed summer dresses and ironed them with gooses, hollow irons with long necks containing hot coals.

As the Wicle drew alongside the yacht, the Duchess came to the companionway to greet us. She was wearing a red silk chinese costume and on her feet were the airiest glass slippers you can imagine..Louise tried to keep her tennis shoes hidden.

An elaborate dinner was served in a dining room, a spacious area decorated with brocade curtains. There was a gleaming mahogany table with an ornate urn in the centre containing coral spikes of leafless gladioli…didn’t eat much of the delicious food due to feeling seasick with the roll of the boat …on visiting the bathroom it was lined in black mirrors, which reflected the bathrobe of the Duchess, trimmed with ostrich plumes, lying on a gilt rococo chair and her high heeled satin pumps with gold pom poms underneath.

Back on deck, we were revived with the sea breeze and cups of strong coffee. I talked in turn with the Duke and Duchess. The Duke had a wealth of knowledge about art and literature. At one point, with some sadness I thought, he said “When I was King….” The Duchess was charming when it was my turn to talk to her, and told me that what she liked best in the world was attending or giving parties.

Finally, we bid farewell and were taken ashore by the immaculate British Marines. They rowed in unison and phosphorescence flashed in the water as they dipped their oars.

 6th Sept 1941 baby girl Marjorie

p178 Sir Etienne Dupuch was a friend we thought highly of…1942 came to Inagua for a seat in H of A…opponent Peter Bethell….after campaigning in Inagua the Ericksons accompanied him to Mayaguana….Etienne defeated

17th May 1943 another baby Jimmy

1945 Doug drafted to Navy and Jim volunteered and by July 1945 was a lieutenant in the Pacific…made to Captain of ship

Dec 1945 baby Aileen

Jim released from Navy spring 1946

Marjorie and children traveled on salt boat from Inagua to New York spring 1946

1947 baby Silvanus

p237 Living in 2 places 1951 –1957

p259 Facing the Lusic 1957 – 1967

West India chemicals faced difficulties through the 40s and 50s..the expense of magnesium plant depleted Erickson fortune…salt prices fell after the war…necessary to raise wages to match Nassau wages and bad weather

1955 Morton salt took over the ownership of WI Chemicals..Jim remained on Inagua in charge of salt production..but we knew his life on that special island was nearly over

Jim died 1967 

Kind Regards

Jim Lawlor
Jim Lawlor (Vice President and Corresponding Secretary)
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