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· BahamasHistSociety
Dear Members and Friends,
It is with great sadness we mourn with our treasurer, Subrenna Higgs, on the death of her son, Eugene. The funeral will take place at St Xavier's Church at 11 am on Saturday 18th March. Please keep the family in your prayers.
We are pleased to announce our upcoming talk:

Thursday 23rd March at 6 pm Scott Johnson will talk on:
Wild Bahamas: 
A look at the Prehistoric Fauna of The Bahamas with Special Focus on the Bahamian Giant Barn Owl. 

The Lucayan Archipelago is home to a diverse assemblage of terrestrial wildlife. However, history and paleontological research has uncovered a unique and amazing array of species no longer present in the archipelago. Although reptiles were and still are the largest terrestrial predators and herbivores in our country, one animal, the Bahamian Giant Barn Owl is exceptional not just because of its large size, but because it may be the basis for the Chickcharney legend. 

Scott Johnson is a Terrestrial Wildlife Biologist and Environmental Scientist. His major field of interest is Bahamian terrestrial fauna with special focus on reptiles and birds. He studied at the College of The Bahamas before transferring and completing his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Biology at St. Mary’s College of Maryland. Scott is also a wildlife educator, eco-guide trainer, researcher, and has over 15 years of active terrestrial fieldwork experience.  He has assisted in the research of Piping Plovers, Bahama Orioles, Bahamian Rock Iguanas, Kirtland’s Warblers and Caribbean Flamingos and has done his own research on Bahamian snakes and the foraging and diversity of birds in Bahamas national parks. Scott is the author and co-author of over 22 peer-review articles and notes in journals such as the Wilson’s Journal of Ornithology, Journal of Caribbean Ornithology, and IRCF Reptiles and Amphibians, and has written articles for Birds Caribbean, the Bahamas National Trust, and Up and Away Magazine. 
The meeting will be held in person at the Museum 

Place:  The Bahamas Historical Society & Museum

              Corner of Shirley Street & Elizabeth Avenue

               Tel – 322-4231 or 424-3107 

Parking kindly allowed by CIBC First Caribbean Bank Shirley Street.

Enter lot on Shirley Street.
Members and friends can also participate via Zoom: 
Type zoom.com or click the link below to Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83952739563?pwd=eThSSHNxTkVwaWExSGZOeWRuaytkdz09
Enter the following credentials: 
Meeting ID: 839 5273 9563
Passcode: 901917

Please note that Renewal fees due every 1st January. Below is the list of Categories of Membership and Fees:

A Individual Membership:



B Company Membership:

1 Student (5 – 18 years)

$10


1 Ordinary

$100

2 Active


$30


2 Contributing

$200

3 Contributing


$50


3 Supporting

$300

4 Supporting


$80


4 Sustaining

$500

5 Sustaining


$100


5 Patron

$1,000

6 Life



$1,000


6 Sponsor

$2,000

7 Fellow


$2,000


7 Benefactor

$3,000
Each paid up member will receive our annual journal. Renewal fees due every 1st January.
Payment can be by cheque or on-line banking - details below.

Bank: Royal Bank of Canada   Branch 05625   Account number 1102466.
Beneficiary name: bahamas hist society (this is the official name THE BAHAMAS HISTORICAL  SOCIETY)

Methods to send funds to the Society: 

Local - Persons should enter the information above in their online banking account and state the purpose of their submission, that is, membership, advertisements, donations, etc.

International: Payment needs to be by cheque or wire transfer. Wire instructions can be found on our website.
OF INTEREST

A Celebration of Bahamian History:

As part of this 50th year of the celebrations for Independence, I am including my historical notes from the books in the Special Collections of the Library of the University of The Bahamas in our newsletters. 

                The Brave Eleven / by Ruth Clarke-Goodridge, B.E.M.

World War, 1939-1945--Women--Bahamas.

Nassau, Bahamas : Nassau Guardian, c1998.

Call Number:       B D810.W7 .C53 1998

An unforgetable experience of 11 Bahamian women, who served their country in WW2:
Ruth Clarke - Goodridge

Vernell Albury = Mrs Vernell Armbrister

Dorothy Cooper = Mrs Dorothy Fullerton

Zoe Cumberbatch = Lady Zoe Maynard

Pearl Grant

Vera Johnson, deceased

Doreen Jones = Mrs Doreen Rickards

Grace Knowles = Mrs Grace Fountain deceased

Sybil Lightbourne = Mrs Sybil Ford

Dorothy Roberts = Mrs Dorothy Wilson

Shirley wright deceased

Ch 1       

“They went with songs to battle,

They were young,

Straight of limb, true of eyes,

Steady and aglow;

They were staunch to the end,

Against all odds uncounted.”

In WW2 many young Bahamian men and women answered the call to serve their country. They knew they had a duty and didn’t shirk it. It all began in the late 1930s troops were stationed at Oakes Field Campus. We joined the group of ladies at the NAAFI, the canteen for soldiers where these ladies served delicious meals, played games, sang and danced and brought cheer to British, Canadian and Bahamian soldiers, who soon would be sent for further training then shipped overseas to the battlefront

At home we kept busy knitting woollen mufflers, socks, sweaters and gloves to be sent to the front lines.

All this activity took place in the building just east of the old GHS

Our social life was limited to house parties and matinee dances. To be allowed out after dark you had to be humiliated by the company of a senior family member.

After attaining Cambridge Certificate our further education was on hold. We were all in our early 20s when we volunteered for the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS)

Our hearts were filled with love for our Mother Country

In 1943 the first 3 left and 1944 remaining 8 left

CH 2 June 1944, serving as a young teacher at Southern Primary School…a frightened Bahamian girl filled with trepidation at the thought of leaving her island home.

Our hometown buzzed with excitement we were showered with farewell dinners, parties, gifts and above all love and last words of advice from family and friends. At that time Jamaica was an unknown land to us…we embarked with courage and pride

Ch 3 We were boarded with families with beautiful homes in Mountain View Gardens, Kingston

Ch 4  Militiary training tough but…feeling of love, peace, hope and comeradeship…we continued our daily work and found joy associated with hard work and fulfillment of our miitiary life

Ch 7 then it was over V E Day..pride and joy swelled in our hearts. - but sadness for our fallen comrades who would never return

Group and individual photos at end of book

NB: The photos are in our Museum
Jenkins, Olga Culmer. 

Bahamian memories : island voices of the twentieth century /

Oral history.     Bahamas--Social life and customs--20th century.

Gainesville, FL : University Press of Florida, 2000.   
Notes:             Includes bibliographical references and index.

Call Number:       B F1654 .J46 2000
Comment: this excellent background material. It has a historical preface to every discussion by Gail Saunders and oral answers by many participants with a range of ages. It needs to be read for maximum benefit…Jim

Foreward: The Bahamas in the 20th Century by Gail Saunders

Preface: Living in Philadelphia her father teaches about his early life in Palmetto Point, Eleuthera..
The book attempts to capture the rememberances of typical Bahamian lives - with the question What was life like when you were growing up?

Brief Chronology of 20th Century

Ch 1 = Lifestyles….   Well worth reading for general background of how people lived  

Ch 2 Beliefs values and customs
a) Bush Medicine

b) Religion

c) Colour and Class….very interesting

d) Assues and Friendly Societies

e) Old Stories

f) Celebrations: Junkanoo, Guy Fawkes, Emancipation Day and Independence Day

g) Cuisine

h) Calypso lyrics
Ch 3 Traditional Occupations

a) Sisal Farming

b) Subsistence Farming

c) Animal Husbandry

d) Sponge Fishing

e) Conch Fishing

f) Crawfishing

g) Boat building

h) Straw work

i) Midwifery

j) Dressmaking

k) Salt and shrimp production

Ch 4 Government Structure and Service

(I think the interviews give fresh insight)

a) Burma Road Action 

b) Murder of Sir Harry Oakes
c) General strike of 1958
d) Political Parties, Independence and beyond
e) Family Island Commissioner
f) Family Island Constable
g) Education
h) Telephone and Electricity
i) Hurricanes
j) Drug interdiction
Ch 5 Departures and Arrivals

a) Emigration

b) The Contract

c) Family Island Emigration

d) Immigration

e) tourism

Ch 6 Opinions and Reflections

a) Political

b) Bootlegging

c) Cat Island v San Salvador (Columbus)

d) Family Island v Nassau

e) Offspring

f) Health

g) Then compared with now

AND
Here is a documentary that features interviews in Nassau and Cat Island called Talking Black in America.
https://www.pbs.org/video/talking-black-in-america-roots-ec5bbt/
Future Plans:

Thursday 27th April at 6.15 pm Annual General Meeting.

We also are in the early stages of planning a Lunch and Fashion Show to be held sometime in May or early June.
Kind Regards

Jim Lawlor
Jim Lawlor (Vice President and Corresponding Secretary)
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