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Dear Members and Friends,
The Management of The Bahamas Historical Society wish you a happy New Year.

UPCOMING TALK IN JANUARY

Title

Enslaved Runaways in an Urban Environment in New Providence by Sasha Wells
Wednesday 4th January 2023 at 6pm.

Abstract
Bahamian historians have not deeply examined enslaved runaways in The Bahamas or looked

specifically at urban slavery in Nassau, New Providence. Instead, there has a blanket look at the

urban and rural slavery that occurred in The Bahamas providing little distinction between those

enslaved in the outer islands versus those enslaved in New Providence. Examining the tight

community of Nassau, and more widely New Providence, can provide an in-depth look into what

it meant to be a person of colour enslaved in The Bahamas during the Loyalist period through to

emancipation, and how urban enslaved runaways helped shape the path of Bahamian history.

Sasha’s thesis paper seeks to answer questions such as what conditions allow enslaved persons to

run away on an island that is only 21 by 7 miles? What spaces were there for enslaved persons to

maneuver themselves in the urban setting of Nassau to freedom? Did these opportunities change

over the 50 years documented by the newspapers? Did gender help or hinder enslaved people

seeking freedom? What did freedom mean to the enslaved people who existed in Nassau? How

did the maroon community and liberated African communities on New Providence provide space

for enslaved runaways? How did the urban setting allow for opportunities that rural enslaved

people in The Bahamas could not come by? What transnational influence did enslaved persons in

The Bahamas receive? The questions asked throughout this paper should find answers with the

project written in Spring 2023. This talk will be combination of Sasha’s research findings and

what she hopes to find or bring into her paper.
Biography

Sasha Wells is currently a student at the University of Florida getting her master & in Latin

American History. She has a bachelor & in History from Oral Roberts University. Sasha has a

deep passion for history that stems from childhood, as she was an avid reader of historical

fiction. She currently runs a bookstagram (book instagram) page where she documents

everything she’s reading while engaging in the community there. Sasha plans to get her

Doctorate in Atlantic History and help contribute to the history of The Bahamas in various ways.
                                                Sasha Wells
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The meeting will be held in person at the Museum 

Place:  The Bahamas Historical Society & Museum

              Corner of Shirley Street & Elizabeth Avenue

               Tel – 322-4231 or 424-3107 

Parking kindly allowed by CIBC First Caribbean Bank Shirley Street.

Enter lot on Shirley Street.
Members and friends can also participate via Zoom: 
Type zoom.com or click the link below to Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83952739563?pwd=eThSSHNxTkVwaWExSGZOeWRuaytkdz09
Enter the following credentials: 
Meeting ID: 839 5273 9563
Passcode: 901917

OF INTEREST

A Celebration of Bahamian History:

As part of the year of celebration I am including my historical notes from the books in the Special Collections of the Library of the University of The Bahamas in our newsletters. 

COB Research in Special Collections (University of Bahamas)

Highway to heaven : the inspiring story of Bishop Alvin S. Moss /
                      by Hal Hennesey.

Moss, Alvin S.,--Biography.  Bishops--Biography.

Nassau, Bahamas : Progressive Communications, 1984.   73 p.

Call Number:       B CT 25 H46 1984

From Crooked Island…...Church of God & Prophecy
P 30 After WW1 Crooked Island District had a steady decline in commercial importance. The great ships no longer stopped for passengers or fuel and the Post Office moved to Nassau..it seemed everything was moving to Nassau. And everyone. The population declined as younger people found less and less to do. Fortune Island’s attractive, bustling community became the ghost town it is today and Pitt Town all but vanished….Alvin and Eliza Moss moved to Nassau in 1931

P31 New Providence is divided into 3 parts. 2 ranges of low hills trisect the island. …making for political, economic and social boundaries that help define the character of the people. Southern range, Blue Hills there lies a sparsely populated area. 3 miles to the South and following along the shore is a much lower ridge over this ridge is “over-the-hill. The early settlers including the pirates settled on the flat strip of land between the ridge and Nassau City. The richer ones including the Governors built great homes atop the ridge, creating East and West hill Streets.

Slaves..over-the-hill..to the wide shallow valley. For 200 years white families retained a stranglehold on choice residential areas along the ridge and Bay Street

East Street is the most important street..an arrow straight footpath that became a muddy horse horse lane and finally a paved road

Alvin set up on Gibbs corner and the people there seemed to have a more positive nature…first church on Lyon Road…surprised at number of automobiles and people..the roads were unpaved (until 1950) and in a mess..no street lights..no crime except some thievery..no murders except Oakes no need to lock your doors…but some trouble makers interfered with Moss..local toughs run down the aisle of the church and holler “You crazy Jumpers, shut up or leave town”…there were no phones to call the police except at Mr Colebrook’s shop 2 blocks away…in any case it was obvious the police sympathized with the trouble makers

P36 why persecuted…fear…because they were different…Eneas jumper Corner nearby

P40 not the depression that caused Bahamians misery in 1930s..it was the repeal of 18th Amendment..end of bootlegging…money was short for the church (now Taylor Street)

During the war when Bahamians were on the Project they would send money home…Post office inadequate so Moss set up an auxiliary post service for church members..it often meant the difference between children eating or not eating

Trevor Kelly friend and helper to Moss..Betty K on East Street terminus, the oldest part of town
Kind Regards

Jim Lawlor
Jim Lawlor (Vice President and Corresponding Secretary)
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