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Dear Members and Friends,
Compliments of the season!

We will be holding a fund-raising event:

BOOK SALE AND OPEN HOUSE 

at the Museum on Saturday 10th December between 10am and 2pm.
This is an opportunity to purchase an ideal Christmas gift for family or friends.

We will be also selling our journals at bargain prices.

Jim Lawlor will be available to sign his book From Africa to The Bahamas.
Recently, I enjoyed a programme on ZNS highlighting the life of Jackson Burnside III and his love of Junkanoo which really inspired me to think more deeply about the drumming, singing, dancing and story-telling which I had written for my book “From Africa to The Bahamas”.

I have pasted some excerpts of the book to show the roots of Junkanoo and the effects of drumming on the inner self.  

The West African cultures were expressed in dancing, singing and playing music and sculpture. Skills and laws were passed down from the elders and religion taught by priests and herbal medicine and other specialties were passed on by the people experienced in those vocations.

The Ashanti had an unique telegraph system that relayed messages over 200 miles by means of talking drums. Their Twi language is tonal and the drums could reproduce the tones, punctuations and accents of a phrase that could be recognized by the listener. Standard phrases were used to arrange meetings, warn of danger and announce deaths.

Drumming, singing and dancing are a source of inspiration, energy and joy. Kôngo people drum, sing and dance to raise their families with the balance provided by the sound of music. They drum, sing and dance to moan their dead; they drum, sing and dance to strengthen their institutions. Furthermore, African people drum, sing and dance because “Life itself is a perpetual melody” (Zîngu kiau-kibèni i kumu diakwâma). They produce music, and enjoy it, to be in peace with themselves, nature, and with the universe as well. Drumming, singing and dancing form a powerful “spiritual medicine” (n’kisi) that helps one to excel at work, at war, even under oppression.

Masquerade societies served as an important arm of government. The masquerade societies, oversee judicial functions and security services, conducted with specific secret words and languages. The Igbo celebrate New Year in their annual New Yam Festival, which is celebrated with music, dance, and masquerading. The festival is enacted to renew the fertility of the soil and combines rituals of purification, thanksgiving New Yam blessings, special family feasts, speeches, and discussions.

Njokku was the Igbo yam spirit cult which has an association with Jonkonnu where the participants blew the cow horn and wore animal masks at the Yam Festival in celebration of harvest. Masked dancing, “John Canoe” or “Jonkonnu” became similar masquerades in Jamaica, Tortola, Belize, Bahamas and North Carolina. At Christmas, in Jamaica, ethnic rivalry existed between the Mangolas, the Mandingoes, the Eboes, the Congoes performing their country music and songs.

No doubt at Christmas the white inhabitants of The Bahamas had the same experience of those in other Caribbean islands of “having several tall or robust fellows, dressed up in grotesque habits, and a pair of ox-horns on their head, sprouting from the top of a horrid sort of visor, or mask, which about the mouth is rendered very terrific with large boar tusks. The masquerader, carrying a wooden sword in his hand, is followed with a numerous crowd of drunken women, who refresh him frequently with a cup of aniseed-water, whilst he dances at every door, bellowing out John Connu”.

The Igbo had two types of drum the Bamboula and Igbo. The Bamboula drum was a means of communication to comment, criticize and scorn the behaviour of people. A story-teller would chant to the beat of the Bamboula drum lyrics that would inform the community of the newsest scandal. The Igbo drum was used in Gombay to also accompany satyrical songs. The songs are used to teach, store information, recount history, relay news and promote ideas and community action. These songs are thought to be the forerunner of the calypso in the Carribean.

George Thomas Basden, Archdeacon of the Niger described the drumming and dancing of the Ibo: 

The more one listens to native music, the more one is conscious of its vital power. It touches the chords of man’s inmost being and stirs his primal instincts. It demands the performer’s whole attention and so sways the individual as almost to divide asunder, for the time being, mind and body. Under its influence, and that of the accompanying dance, one has seen men and women pass into a completely dazed condition, oblivious and apparently unconscious of the world around them.

The Junkanoo festival in the Bahamas, and the Trinidad Carnival, resemble West African egungun costumes. The egungun masquerade was both religious and social. The dancers dressed in bright costumes, wearing veils and speaking disguised voices. The costume suggested that the wearer was from the heavenly world of the ancestors but returning to earth to assist the people left behind on earth.
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Ashanti Yam Festival
UPCOMING TALK IN JANUARY
Title

Enslaved Runaways in an Urban Environment in New Providence by Sasha Wells
Wednesday 4th January 2023 at 6pm.

Abstract
Bahamian historians have not deeply examined enslaved runaways in The Bahamas or looked

specifically at urban slavery in Nassau, New Providence. Instead, there has a blanket look at the

urban and rural slavery that occurred in The Bahamas providing little distinction between those

enslaved in the outer islands versus those enslaved in New Providence. Examining the tight

community of Nassau, and more widely New Providence, can provide an in-depth look into what

it meant to be a person of colour enslaved in The Bahamas during the Loyalist period through to

emancipation, and how urban enslaved runaways helped shape the path of Bahamian history.

Sasha’s thesis paper seeks to answer questions such as what conditions allow enslaved persons to

run away on an island that is only 21 by 7 miles? What spaces were there for enslaved persons to

maneuver themselves in the urban setting of Nassau to freedom? Did these opportunities change

over the 50 years documented by the newspapers? Did gender help or hinder enslaved people

seeking freedom? What did freedom mean to the enslaved people who existed in Nassau? How

did the maroon community and liberated African communities on New Providence provide space

for enslaved runaways? How did the urban setting allow for opportunities that rural enslaved

people in The Bahamas could not come by? What transnational influence did enslaved persons in

The Bahamas receive? The questions asked throughout this paper should find answers with the

project written in Spring 2023. This talk will be combination of Sasha’s research findings and

what she hopes to find or bring into her paper.
Biography

Sasha Wells is currently a student at the University of Florida getting her master & in Latin

American History. She has a bachelor & in History from Oral Roberts University. Sasha has a

deep passion for history that stems from childhood, as she was an avid reader of historical

fiction. She currently runs a bookstagram (book instagram) page where she documents

everything she’s reading while engaging in the community there. Sasha plans to get her

Doctorate in Atlantic History and help contribute to the history of The Bahamas in various ways.
Sasha Wells
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The meeting will be held in person at the Museum 

Place:  The Bahamas Historical Society & Museum

              Corner of Shirley Street & Elizabeth Avenue

               Tel – 322-4231 or 424-3107 

Parking kindly allowed by CIBC First Caribbean Bank Shirley Street.

Enter lot on Shirley Street.
Members and friends can also participate via Zoom: 
Type zoom.com or click the link below to Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83952739563?pwd=eThSSHNxTkVwaWExSGZOeWRuaytkdz09
Enter the following credentials: 
Meeting ID: 839 5273 9563
Passcode: 901917

Kind Regards

Jim Lawlor
Jim Lawlor (Vice President and Corresponding Secretary)
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